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in educating and enriching the live
of countless members of the com-Y°!' schedule.
munity. However, theserelation- The experi ences
ships have not been entirelyene t he t housands of
sided. In as much as each animalin have truly touched our hearts.
we save benefits from our care, wéPlease allow us to share these expe
are also rewarded. Though the cirences with you. Become an ARC
cumstances are seldom ideal, eactvildlife rehabilitator or ARC hotline
animal we encounter provides a volunteer today!
special opportunity f_or our memberﬁlease visit our website:
and supporters to witness nature i I~

L ) .arcwildlife.org.
way that few are privileged enough

A Note from the Editor h
When you have finished with this
newsletter, please pass it along| to
other people you feel may be inter-
ested in some of our stories. Yjou
have shown an interest in preserving
wildlife. Carry it one step furthér
share this newsletter with a friend.

For more information about how to

become an ARC volunteer call 704
On behalf of all ARC members, WE52.2329 and leave a message for o

to experience.

Would you like to become a mem-
ber of ARC? Our next training-
course will be August 2621, 2011.
Come join us! 704552-2329

thank you for entrusting us with th%iﬁ'ectqr of Volunteers or contgct me

car e, of .t he wil |eétlya‘13’98¥.23§’7§2\f.e ncq
tered. Itis a service we hope to pro-

vide for many years to come. In  Jean Abney
order to continue to serve you andPresident, 2011
our wild friends, we ask that you
consider assisting us by donating
your time or providing a modest
financial gift. If you do not have

the time or space within your home
to take in wildlife, you can help by
just giving a few hours of your time
each month to assist with our hot-
line service. Our hotline service is a

voicemail box that citizens can call
in the event they encounter sick,
injured, or orphaned wildlife.
When a message is left, the volun-
teer responsible for checking the
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Coyote: North Carolina Wildlife Profiles

Written by Jack Thomas, Perry W. Summer. Updated by Colleen Olfenbuttel, North Carolina Wildlife Resources
Commission, May 200®Reprinted and excerpted with kind permission of the NC Wildlife Resources .

The coyote is named from the Aztec wor g
familiar figure as fAthe trickstero in 1
North America and, of all wild canine species, the coyote has the widest range in this c
This predator is arguably the hardiest and most adaptable species on this continent.

Coyotes in North Carolina look similar to red wolves, but coyotes are smaller, have poir
and erect ears, and long slender snouts. The tail is long, bushy andifp&ckand is usually] R ~
carried pointing down. Color is typically dark gray but can range from blonde, red, and T

black. The size averages about 2' tall at the shoulder and 4' in length. Plidio o NG

Commission

The Eastern subspecies of coyote is normally larger than its Western counterpart. Adults are about the size okizeted@m
and weigh between 20 and 45 pounds. Coyotes may be mistaken for dogs or red wolves, and the existence-obyoté gy ids
and red woHcoyote hybrids, while uncommon, adds more confusion to the identification effort. The coyote has five toesmn

feet and four toes on its hind feet. Its feet are smaller and narrower than an average dog with the same body sizes& iteyote

teeth for tearing rather than chewing and will swallow a torn piece of meat whole. o y ot eés territory
These territories frequently overlap with a transient coyote that is searching for a mate or its own territory.

Primary foods include fruit, berries, rodents, rabbits, birds, snakes, frogs, and insects. They will scavenge on amisjal remai
includingroaédk i | I , as well as garbage and pet food | eft ouddo

me a I
can

ts f

i s u:

changes. In summer, it eats berries and most types of small mammals: mice, rabbits, fawns, squirrels, birds, woodatsszits, pnd

In fall, the diet is much the same; however, a coyote living around farmland will eat corn, apples and watermelones if they a|

abundant. The coyoteds diet in the winter consi st acktmai ply
typical summer food. The pupsd diet consists of migekTheapd r
family unit wusually begins to disperse by | ate Novemtef or
next yearés | itter. Coyotes mate for | ife and can remurv| ve
agricultural fields to forested regions and suburban neighborhoods. Coyotes, like other wildlife, are adapting to-sh®uipban
environment and are opportunistic in finding food and resources available in these places.

Alt hough some people find a coyotebs howl unnerving, this |

tract threats away from their den, or to mark their territory. In the late summer, pups become very vocal as they practjde ho
mimic their parents. Because of the hollow tone of the howl, a pair of coyotes often sounds like a huge group antbithing&asy|
that they are closer than they are actually.

The coyote gets a good deal of attention today, because of its tendency to prey on livestock and domestic pets. Bespiterin
trol efforts, in the form of state bounties and federal control programs, coyotes thrive, primarily due to their adaptabl#/iman

ten

populations are lowered, the remaining coyotes respond by breeding at a younger age and producing larger litter gjbhgaipith hi

survivorship.

Coyotes can exist in areas once thought unsuitable (such as suburban and urban environments) and exhibit greatlipdasticity
behavior and diet. Coyotes are naturally wary of people and will avoid areas in which threats are perceived. Theyewiiraso
acclimated to humans in the absence of threats (such as hunting and trapping pressure) and coupled with the avaitzdiiigl o
food sources, such as dog food, garbage and unsupervised small pets.

Coyotes are found in all 100 (NC) counties.
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ARC Wish List
Caging and Housing:

Aquariums & tops (need not be watg
tight, but with glass/plastic intact) all
sizes

1/ 20 x 1/ 20 and
mesh, 30 wide (h
(Other sizes of welded wire may be
useful too, so please ask before thrd
ing away!)

Airline type pet carrier® all types
Hermit crab type plastic containers &
lids, all sizes

Exterior treated lumber and plywood
Humane traps, all sizes

Nonttip & crock type feeding bowils,
all sizes

Heavy ashtrays to use as food bowl

Baby food jars with screw on lids
Infant flannel receiving blankets
Pieces of fuzzy bath carpet and she
skin type fabric

Unscented clay kitty litter

Small mammal wire cages
Wire screening,
Meshsided (small holes) playpen
Hand blenders

Plastic dishpans/bowls

Cloth baby diapers

Washcloths & towels (no holes or
frayed edges)

Unprinted newsype paper
Heating Pads

Food Supplies:

PMI cat nutrition

Raw pecans, walnuts, or peanuts,
preferably in the shell

Rodent block (the pet food)

Corn on cob/cracked corn

Purina Puppy Chow

Photo by Jim Issacs

ARC 2010 Budget Report
By ARC Treasurer, Jerry Moody

Ordinary Income/Expense

1/ 2RomeXx 10 wel ded wire

ardw al-rC(@ltribu%dlsugpctrt h)

W-

o

B -

4010 - Indiv/business contribution
4011 - Individual Donation
4012 - Business Donation
4013 - Sponsor an Animal

Total 4010 - Indiv/business contribution

Total 4 - Contributed support

5 . Earned revenues
5210 - Membership dues - individuals
5215 - Cages
5216 - Manual
5217 - Boxes
5218 - Clothing Sales
5219 - Button Sales
5223 - Gumballs
5226 - Pet Carriers
i d 5810 - Interest -savings/short -term inv

w
Total 5 - Earned revenues

Total Income

Expense
8100 - Non-personnel expenses
8110 - Supplies

8111 - Mammal Feed
8401 - Exclusive, Opossum Food
8402 - Rodent Block
8403 - Food Packaging Materials
8404 - Esbilac
8405 - KMR
8406 - Multi Milk
8407 - Puppy Chow
8408 - Deer Replacement Milk

Total 8111 - Mammal Feed

8112 - Medical Items

8113 - Non Standard Medications

8114 - Standard Medications
8115 - Medical Supplies
8116 - Medical Exams

Total 8112 - Medical ltems

Total 8110 - Supplies

Jan - Dec 2010

7,891.40
3,057.01
250.00

11,198.41

11,198.41

1,785.00
130.00
450.00

55.00
441.00
38.50
260.00
33.00
48.49

3,240.99

14,439.40

118.23
116.23
54.40
1,252.32
907.92
967.86
272.32
169.00

3,858.28

255.37
1,348.57
493.45
623.01

2,720.40

6,578.68



Sponsor an Animal

This is a way for individuals :
and organizations to have a

8130 - Telephone & telecommunications : direct impact on the
8131 - Voicemail Service 638.91 . rehabilitation of an animal in
8132 - Telephone 765.00 : our care. :
8133 - Internet Web Page Links 500.90 - By sponsoring a sick, injured or:
Total 8130 - Telephone & telecommunications 1,904.81 : orphaned animal, you will be
. contributing directly to its care :
8140 - Postage, shipping, delivery 356.75 ¢ and release. The sponsorship fée
8170 - Printing & copying . will go directly toward food, :
8171 - Office Supplies 339.26 . supplies and medicines for youf
8173 - Newsletter(Public, Member) 244.85 : animal and others in our care.
8175 - Brochures 40.79 : Inreturn for your support, you
Total 8170 - Printing & copying 624.90 will receive a sponsorship cer-
. tificate suitable for framing,
8180 - Volunteer Educ.(Printing,etc) : bearing a color print of your :
8181 - Volunteer Training/Meetings 1,107.87 selected Spedésan_"_"cmal ani-
8182 - Volunteer Support 150.00 : mal we have rehabllltatt_ed. Ypur;
8180 - Volunteer Educ.(Printing,etc) - Other 204.43 22?:.3?2?1 ;gﬂfigrst!?iigtis will
Total 8180 - Volunteer Educ.(Printing,etc) 1,462.30 ALL SPONSORSHIPS ARE
8190 - Fundraising(Shirts,buttons,etc) $25. .
8191 - Equipment/Machines 900.19 dSp((j)nS(?rls,hlp fees are also tax
8193 - T-Shirt Expense 620.00 : eductible.
8194 - Buttons Expense 27.42 I would like to sponsor
8196 - Wristbands 330.00 ¢ C Flying Squirrel
8197 - Squirrel Boxes 75.00 ¢ C Virginia Opossum
8198 - Christmas Cards 346.07 :  C Raccoon
8511 - Gum balls 19.00 :  C Gray Squirrel
8190 - Fundraising(Shirts,buttons,etc) - Other 244.05 :  C Eastern Cottontail
Total 8190 - Fundraising(Shirts,buttons, etc) 2,561.73 (Rabhit)
¢ C Chipmunk
Total 8100 - Non -personnel expenses 13,489.17 C Songbird
. Name
8141 - Post Office Box 63.00 :
8500 - Misc expenses Street:
8515 - Bank Fees - Serv!ce Charges City/State/Zip:
8516 - Credit Card Fees 36.64 .
8515 - Bank Fees - Service Charges - Other 81.75 . Phone: :
Total 8515 - Bank Fees - Service Charges 118.49 . For other species, please contact :
: ARC for more information.
8590 - Other expenses 86.59 _Clip this for_rr_1 and malil to:
8500 - Misc expenses - Other 35.00 Animal Rehab'“_tators of the
i Carolinas
Total 8500 - Misc expenses 240.08
Total Expense 13,792.25
Net Ordinary Income 647.15
Net Income 647.15




What to do if you find a cottontail rabbit or nest

z

€é. by Pat | ssacs (ARC member)

There are several things to remember about cottontails.

*Mom feeds her babies very quickly in the late evening and early morning only. The rest of
the time she is NOT at the nest site. Two days after their birth she breeds again. Her gestati(!'g”

only 28 days. Photo by Jim Issacs

*Cottontails start to explore outside the nest as soon as their eyes are open, usuallyl@bdays/

after birth.

*Cottontails are weaned at about 3 weeks. At this age they are about the size of a closed fist.

*Cottontails are afraid and easily stressed by human presence, including your voice and touch. Humans equate stillness with
calmness. The opposite is true for cottontails: stillness or a "frozen" position is a sign of terror and a defense nusethanism
around predators, which you are. Please handle as little as possible and PLEASE do not let your children "play" with the rab-
bit as the bunnies can die from shock.

*Cottontails can die from a cat or dog wound duentbo t he
otic treatment from a licensed rehabilitator as soon as possible (ARC).

*Cottontails are lactosmtolerant, so please do not give them milk or dairy products.

Mom is a better mom for her babies than we are, so please leave her babies alone if possible. Remember, they will be gone
within 3 weeks of birth. If the rabbit is visibly injured (by dog, cat, car, lawn mower or other yard equipment) call Animal
Rehabilitators of the Carolinas (ARC) immediately. Most aniogaised wounds are infected and require antibiotics for the
animal to survive. Cat wounds are particularly deadly for cottontails. Put the injured animal in a small, closed box with a
secure lid and a soft, clean ravede cloth in the bottom. Do not try to feed it or give it water or milk. Put the box in a
warm, draftfree, quiet, dark place where there is little or no human traffic until you reach us.

If you think the little cottontail is orphaned:

*Are you sure? Mom attends to her babies late evening till early morning ONLY. The babies are left in or near (in the case
of weanlings) the nest the rest of the time.

*If you find an eyesopen, hopping baby during the day, chances are that it is NOT orphaned, but learning its way around the
neighborhood. Please leave it alone and keep your cats and dogs INSIDE. Mom will come back and feed the baby in the
evening if it still requires her assistance.

I f you find a cottontailds nest:

*If you find an entire nest of babies (eyes open or closed) and the nest is intact, cover it with leaves, grass ot other ligh
ganic material, and leave it alone. The babies are not orphaned; mom will be back to check on her babies at the next feeding
You can verify this by laying dental floss in a largettctoe over the entire top of the nest. If these strings are distingpe

the following morning mom has been back, and all is well. However, if there is no disturbance of the marked nest, and the
babies look hungry, call ARC.

If the nest is destroyed:

*If you destroy a nest doing yard work, or if it has been disturbed/destroyed by a cat or dog (keep in mind that mom lines
her nest with the fur from her belly), hereds what you
lined it. Seeing this hair does not mean any animals are injured or mom is dead.

*First, check to see if any of the babies have visible wounds or bloody areas. If not, pleasethe babies using the fol-

lowing method. Make a small nest by placing the fur in the bottom, next the bunnies, then cover with dry grasses, no further
than 1 foot from where you found the original nest. Follow the information above for marking the nest to determine if mom
has returned to feed her babiésn doubt, call ARC immediately! 704652-2329.

THANK YOU FOR CARING ABOUT OUR WILD FRIENDS!

Photo by Cénnie Spalding Photo by Yanina Razak Photo by Yanina Razak




How | Spent My Summer Vacation é&..o0r, T\
éé. by Pat Hydep (ARC member

The phone rang one Sunday afternoon in July of |l ast year
available to come to Mississippi as a member of the Oil

medi ately said fAYes! o You see, | had been trying for ov

habilitation efforts after the massive Deepwater Horizon oil spill on April 20. | have been a member of ARC for five years

and also volunteer at the Carolina Waterfowl Rescue in Indian Tnailv(carolinawaterfowlrescue.con), so | have had

experience with handling and caring for mammals as well as birds, both waterfowl and domestic. | had applied with several
oil spill response organizations, but most of them would only take volunteers who lived in the immediate area of the Gulf
Coast that was affected by the spill. Fortunately, Uus F
ing for oiled, injured, and dead birds along the coast, and my volunteer activities helped me qualify for this position.

| was to be a part of the bird capture and carcass collection team based in Gulfport, Mississippi, and the offer se¢med almos
too good to be tride BP would pay my travel expenses including accommodations for two weeks, and also pay me a per
diem. | had visions of spending several hours a day patrolling the beaches and looking for oiled birds, and then spending my
leisure time visiting with my sister, who lives just outside Gulfpamiaybe even a side trip to New Orleans with my hus-

band, who accompanied me on the trip.

Well, thatés not exactly what happened, but | would not
days. Each day began with a briefing at 6:00 AM at which time we received our assignments fod thatdalng beaches

or taking boats out to the islands to search for birds. We returned each day around 5:00 PM faf-aagneport and

were on duty until 6:30 PM every evenigot much leisure time. Add to that the oppressive summer heat and humidity

that are so characteristic of that &ean my first day of walking five miles on the beach, the heat index was 125 degrees!

There was no more beautiful sight to compare with the hundreds of pelicans perched on the buoys and channel markers as
we motored out to the islands, or more devastating sight than the many oiled dead birds we encountered along the shore.
However, the most memorable event was the day we had motored out to Cat Island to rescue a Northern Gannet. | was as-
signed to wade out into the shallow water to encourage the bird to stay on land so that my partner, who was walking along
the beach, could net it. | was wearing white sneakers and was in water just above my ankles, walking toward the bird, when

| looked down and saw two thréeot sharks swimming across my feet, apparently mistaking my white shoes for tasty fish.

Do | need to tell you that | put new meaning into the ph

While | was disappointed that | was not able to do any actual cleaning and rehabilitation of the oiled birds (only veterinari-
ans and veterinary technicians were allowed to performt
doors and had the opportunity to meet and talk with the residents of the GBlipaitarea. They were still recovering

from the effects of Hurricane Katrina five years earlier, and now their livelihood was threatened by their inabilify to fish

their main source of income. All the fishing grounds were closed, and even though they were opened later, the remaining oil
plus the dispersant used to trap the oil resulted in massive marine life kills. Even a year later, the effects ofijhatetrage

still haunting the Gulf Coast. My sister told me that at Mardi Gras this year, chicken had to replace the famous shrimp, oys-
ters, crabmeat, and fish that are such an important part of this celebration, because of the concern that the séafond is stil
taminated.

If you have considered volunteering with a wildlife organization, | urge you
to sign up as soon as possible. If | had not had the experience with these two
groups, | would never have had the chance to be a part of history, and who
knows? There are thousands of oil wells in the Gulf, plus the possibility of

so many natural disasters that impact our wildlife, and volunteers are always
desperately needed in so many capacities. Of course, volunteers are needed
™ right here in the Carolinas, especially during the breeding season, as we are
1 currently inundated with orphaned and injured squirrels, cottontail rabbits,
opossumd you name it, we try our best to save them all, but we need

| YOU!

o

Please contact ARC at 704652-2329 and leave us a message if you are
interested in attending our next training class on August 2@1.

Photo by Margaret Kennedy



ARC Stats Report
Submitted by: Sharon Gleaves
Here is the final summary report of animal statistics for ARC for 2010. The success rate (animals returned to
the wild) for all species in 2010 was good at 78%. Total animals admitted for 2010 was 1554, total released:
1209.

Transferred Transferred

Species DOA/EOA DIC E R P Within ARC Outside ARC Placed Totals
*Bat 2 0 1|0 0 0 0 0 0%
Chipmunk 2 3 0| 6 0 2 0 0 67%
Cottontail 40 135 [ 20 |353] O 85 26 0 69%
Deer 0 0 00 0 0 0 0

Flying Squirrel 5 5 0 9 0 15 1 0 64%
*Fox 0 0 010 0 0 0 0

Groundhog 1 1 0] 2 0 0 0 0 67%
Mouse/Rat 5 8 0|27 O 0 0 0 7%
Opossum 22 51 | 8 [278] 1 142 1 0 82%
*Raccoon 4 9 1 (61] O 15 0 0 86%
*Skunk 0 0 01 0 0 0 0 100%
Squirrel 36 82 |17 (432 24 145 10 8 81%
Snake 0 0 0|1 0 0 0 0 100%
Turtle 2 4 0| 6 1 0 0 2 60%
Birds 15 1 0 [32] 1 3 6 0 97%
Waterfowl 1 0 01 0 0 1 0 100%
Totals 133 299 | 46 |1209 27 407 45 10

*SC only. DOA/EOA: dead/euthanized on arrival. DIC: died in care. E: euthanized. P: pending.



Resources

Animal Rehabilitators of the Carolinas (ARC) 7®%2-2329 http://www.arcwildlife.org

North Carolina

North Carolina Wildlife: http://www.ncwildlife.org
Carolina Raptor Center 768756521 (Birds of Prey)
Wing Haven Foundation 76331-0664

Mecklenburg Audubon Society 7€866-7223

Fawns in North Carolina:-800-662-7137

Photo by Jim Issacs

South Carolina
South Carolina Wildlifehttp://www.dnr.sc.gov/wildlife/rehab

National websites

National Audubon Societyhttp://www.audubon.org

National Wildlife Federatiomttp://www.nwf.org/gardenforwildlife

National Wildlife Rehabilitators Association (NWRA)ttp://www.nwrawildlife.org
Defenders of Wildlife http://www.defenders.org

National Fish and Wildlife Foundatiorhttp://www.nfwf.org

Wildlife Land Trust http://www.wlt.org

Bat Conservation Internationahttp://www.batcon.org

Photo by Yanina Razak

For Domestic Animals only(please do not take wild animals to animal control facilities, as it can be difficult

for us to arrange pick-up)

North Carolina

Charlotte Humane Society 73¥ 7-0534

Humane Society of Cabarrus County 70844434

Union County Animal Control 76283-2308 or 7042824700

Matthews Animal Control 70847-3644 or 704847-4069
Gaston Animal Control 70822-8677
Humane Society of Gaston County 7824-8990

South Carolina

York County Animal Shelter 86884-8500
Lancaster County Animal Control 8286-8103
Lancaster County Humane Society 8831833
Chester Animal Shelter/Control 8@856341
Chester Humane Society 88820902

Photo by Dee Dee McCauley

Photo by Jim Issacs
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